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“The Hotel Del Monte is an icon of California tourism and heritage. Saving these structures and putting them to contemporary 
use is an exemplary effort.”                     - John L. Nau, III, chairman, President’s Advisory Council on Historic Preservation
Renovation Facts & Figures
The restoration of the 19th Century East and West wings of the world-renowned Hotel Del Monte includes 
advanced seismic safety and anti-terrorism/force protection 
upgrades and careful use of unobtrusive life safety features 
to make the buildings code-compliant without sacrificing 
the historic feel.
Among the steps taken to preserve the Victorian character 
of the building:
Duplication of the original wainscot
Hand restoration of wood trim; more than five miles 
of wood trim incorporated into windows, doors, 
baseboards and chair rails
Preservation of stairwells and corridors
Carpeting designed to simulate look of rugs on  
wood floors
Special window glass
Important adaptations include: 




Approximately 3,000 tons of reinforcing concrete
San Diego-based Soltek Pacific Construction Company 
was the prime contractor for the renovation and historic 
restoration of the East and West wings.
History Of The East Wing
Herrmann Hall’s East wing was originally built in 1887 as part of the Hotel Del Monte, after the 
original hotel burned down. Construction of the new hotel 
was completed eight months later. 
The wing was modified twice by the hotel owners during 
the early 20th Century. The first time was in 1906 after 
suffering damage from the earthquake that destroyed San 
Francisco. The second was in the mid-1920’s following a 
major fire that destroyed the main hotel.
The Navy purchased the hotel after World War II to 
develop a campus for the Naval Postgraduate School. 
When military construction funds for academic facilities 
were delayed, the Navy converted many guest rooms in 
the East wing into offices, classrooms and laboratories. 












President McKinley  
Stayed Here
President William McKinley, the 25th American president, stayed at the Hotel Del Monte during an 
extended visit in May 1901. It is possible that the president 
and many members of his cabinet stayed in the East wing 
because he reportedly enjoyed the view of Laguna Del 
Rey, the Del Monte lake.
The School of International 
Graduate Studies 
The School of International Graduate Studies (SIGS) conducts research and offers graduate education and 
programs in security studies to U.S. and international 
students supporting joint and combined objectives.
The $31 million renovation of the East and West wings 
of Herrmann Hall provide 140 modern bachelor quarters 
rooms, all with kitchens and computer connections to 
access the NPS local area network. These rooms will be used 
primarily for international students attending SIGS resident 
short courses, as well as providing temporary lodging for 
international students and their families enrolling in master’s 
degree resident programs.
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